
Jeddah
Abu Madefe (SS
African)

Top Dive Time

45-60 Min

Distance

KM From

Skills
Beginners Advanced Snorkellers Free Diving

Less explored than other shipwrecks in the Makkah
Region, and so far unspoiled by tourism, the SS African
on the Abu Madefe reef is an underwater haven is
suitable for divers of all abilities.

The British-owned ship, built in 1873, is thought to have
been on a voyage from Cardiff to Jeddah when it sank
near the shore with a cargo full of coal. The wreck has
been here for over a century and what is left of the ship
is now completely encrusted in hard coral. The vivid
pinks and reds that adorning its frame means it blends
perfectly into the ocean floor.

This dive of 45–60 minutes begins south of the Abu
Madefe reef amongst the rusty remnants of the SS
African. With the wreck reaching a maximum depth of
17m, the site has both shallow and deeper areas,
providing plenty of scenery for surface snorkellers while
also challenging more experienced divers.

Aside from a small section of the stern, still identifiable,
the rest of the boat has been broken down over time
into smaller fragments. South lies a large metal cylinder
believed to be the ship’s boiler.

Schools of snappers, jackfish and rainbow runners can
be seen swimming around the deeper areas of the
wreck and divers may also be l .....
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20 M 31 °C 25 M None

Coordinates
22°3'50"N
38°45'44"E

Entry
-
-

Exit
-
-

Coast Guard 994

Ambulance 997


